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country, and the Ling's own subjects, whom, in all his declarations, he piotested to be careful of, it seemed to contradict all those piotestations and declaiations, and served to aggravate and e\aspeiate the common people, and the king's enemies made all the advantages of it that was possible, by cijing out of twice as many extra\agancies as >v ere committed
It i& tine the king, who natmally abhoired such things, could not icstiain his men, no nor his generals, so absolutely as he would have done The war, on his side, was veiy much a la voluntiei , many gentlemen served him at then own chaige, and some paid whole legiments themselves Sometimes also the Ling's afiaiis weie stiaiter than oidmary, and his men weie not veiy well paid, and this obliged him to wink at then excursions upon the countiy, though he did not approve of them , and yet, I must own, that in those paits of England where the wai was hottest, there nevei was seen that rum and depopulation, mmdeis, ravishments, and bai-baiities, which I have seen even among piotcstant aimi< ^ abioad in G-cimany, and other foreign pai ts of the \voild And if the parliament people had vseen those things abio ul, as I had, the7 would not have complained
The most I have seen was plundeung the towns for pro\i-Mons, clunking up their beer, and turning our hordes into their fielcib, 01 stacks of corn, and sometimes the soldiers would be a little rude with the wenches , but, alas t what "was this to Count Tilly's ravages in Saxony ? Oi what was OUT taking of Leicester by storm, where they ened out of GUI barbarities, to the sacking of New Brandenbiu gh, or the taking of Mi^debuigh ? In Leicestei, of seven or eight thousand people in the town, thiee hunched weie killed , in Magdebuigh, of twenty-five thousand, scaice two thousand seven hundred weie left, and the whole town burnt to ashe^ L ury&elf ha\e seen seventeen or eighteen \illages on fue in a day, and the people driven away from then dwellings, hk<* herds of cattle, the men mmdered, the women stnpt. and seven or eight hunched of them together, after they had suffered all the indignities and abuses ot the soldiers, driven stark naked in the wmtei through the great towns, to seek shelter and lehef from the charity ol their enemies* I donof instance these greater barbarities to yustify the lesser actions which are nevertholcfcs riregular > but, I do sa^, that circum